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they were . 

You asked me, would I recognize them? 

Sure, you know, from newspapers and television, one 
thing or another. I probably knew them all by 
sight. But they weren't there. 

MR. GUNN: Let's take a short break, a 

couple minutes to get a drink of water. 

[Recess . ] 

MR. GUNN: We're back on the record 

following the first recess. 

BY MR. GUNN: 

Q Dr. Humes, when did you first see the body 
of President Kennedy? 

A I didn't look at my watch, if I even had a 

■*» 

watch on, but I would guess it was 6:45 or 7 
o'clock, something like that, approximately. 

Q Was the body in the casket when you first 
saw it? 



A 



Q 

general 

A 



Yes, it was in a casket. 

Could you describe the casket in just very 
terms ? 

Yes. It was a wooden casket with long 
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handles on both sides like you usually see for the 


2 


use of pallbearers and so forth. One of the 


3 


handles was broken. I forget which side it was on. 


4 


But it was a handsome -- the standard of those 


5 


things. It was a good-looking casket. 


6 


Q Where did you first see the casket? 


7 


A As the people--I think they were sailors 


8 ' 


that were--it was a Navy ambulance, a Navy 


9 


ambulance crew who had picked up the body at the 


10 


airport, and they brought it into the morgue and 


11 


promptly left. 


•- • 1 2 


Q Do you remember what color the ambulance 


13 


was ? 


14 


A No--oh, gray. I saw it on television 


15 


later. And all our ambulances were gray in those 


16 


days . 


17 


Q Were you with the casket from the time it 


18 


was unloaded from the gray ambulance until you 


19 


opened the lid of the casket? 


2 0 


A I didn't go out on the loading dock. I 


21 


was there from the time it came through the door of 


22 


the morgue until the President left the next 
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Q Who else in addition to Dr. Boswell, if 


2 


anyone, helped you remove the body from the casket? 


3 


A I don't recall that anyone did, but I 


4 


don't gainsay the possibility that one of the 


5 


enlisted men may have helped. But nobody else. 


6 


Q How was the President's body wrapped? 


7 


A It was wrapped in white sheets and the 


8 ' 


head was--head wound, massive head wound, was 


9 


covered with gauze sponges and gauze dressing. 


10 


Q Was there any plastic or rubber sheeting 


11 


at all near the President's head? 


12 


A No. Well, I'm not sure what finally tied 


13 


down the gauze bandage over the skull wound. It 


14 


might have been plastic or something, but, you 


15 


know, I don't know. Adhesive tape or God knows 


16 


what. It was easily removed. It wasn't tight at 


17 


all . 


18 


Q Was there any plastic sheeting or rubber 


19 


sheeting of any kind that you saw in the casket-- 


20 


A No . 


2 1 


Q --with the exception of possibly with the 


22 


head? 
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